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Thirty Years' War

The following is take directly from:
http://www.cob-net.org/text/history _30yearwar.htm

Began: 1618
Ended: 1648
Notes: An extended conflict between Protestants and
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Footnotes & Observations

Protestants and Catholics had failed to exteaiteieach other, and were forced into
mutual toleration by such factors as battle weahaested armies, political despair, and
the humility of defeat. It also reminded both sitlest worship is a freedom given by
God that man should not attempt to control. Histosipoint out that if only Pope Leo X
had been more interested in religion and domes@ce instead of artwork, there may
not have been a Reformation. Likewise, if Charldsad been more interested in people
than his borders, tens of thousands would not daain European wars during his and
future generations. All too often history demon&sahat wickedness enjoys it's finest

hour in the hearts of kings.



U.S. Civil War
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WWiI

In the trenches: infantry with gas maskstes, 1917

Great War Primary Document Archive: Photos of the Geat War -
www.gwpda.org/photos




National Catholic War Council

Descriptive Summary

Repository: The American Catholic Research Center and UnityefgchivesCreator:
National Catholic War Council (U.ST)tle: Records of the National Catholic War
CouncilDates: 1891(1917-1933)193Bxtent: 139 linear feet; 112 boxes, 35 reels of 16
mm microfilm Abstract: Responding to the challenge of World War I, America
Catholics led by Father John J. Burke created the Btional Catholic War Council
(NCWCQC), the forerunner of the National Catholic Welfaren@zrence that has been
known since 2001 as the United States ConferenGatbfolic Bishops (USCCB), the
secretariat of the American Hierarchy. The War Qawf 1917 represented the first
coming together of the American bishops in volup&ssociation to address great
national issues affecting the Church. Althoughrdeords span the years 1917 to 1933,
they concentrate on 1917 to 1921 and contain difdgishop Peter J. Muldoon, Chairman
of the NCWC Administrative Committee, and thosé&ather John J. Burke, Chairman of
the Committee on Special War Activities (CSWA). Jlaso have the office files of the
Executive Secretary of the CSWA and individual sobamittees such as
Reconstruction, Men, Women, Overseas, and HistdReaords. Included in these files
are administrative, financial, and legal recordsvalt as personal correspondence,
photographs, pamphlets, posters, news clippingspamorabilia. The census of
Catholic armed forces preserved on microfilm ispécial interesCollection Number:
ACUA 010



Notre Dame -- One Hundred Years /by Arthur J. Hope,

Chapter XXII

AFTER the reelection of Woodrow Wilson to the pdesicy of the United States in the
fall of 1916, the people of the country felt morelanore that war with Germany was
impending. True, Wilson had succeeded himself, @agming, to a large extent, on the
slogan, "He kept us out of war." But Wilson seerneele losing patience with the
German government. Late that fall and early inrgpthere were sharp clashes; bitter
notes were passed between the Kaiser and our goeatnThe German U-boat
campaign aroused great resentment in this cousatiywhen, on April 6, 1917, Congress
declared war, there was little surprise. The sagpcame when we discovered how
poorly we were prepared to wage a war. But neardyy®ne was anxious to get on with
the preparation as soon as possible.

Notre Dame had had military training for yearswvéts compulsory for most students.
Though war had for some years seemed so remotentliatry training had been very
unpopular, quite a bore and a seeming waste of timeUniversity had not discarded it.
Captain Stogsdall, a retired West Point man, amgeaat George Campbell, U.S.A,,
retired, had for years directed this work on theapas. Now, both of them were recalled
to active duty, and Father Cavanaugh was worriedaie future. All over the country
young men were about to enter a course of traithiagwould fit them, both physically
and mentally, for the severe life of a soldier.

Many schools in which military training had beenptoyed were singled out by the
government as training centers for these new rsciNbtre Dame understood that she
was to be one of them. When the list of schoolsfimadly published, Notre Dame's
name was omitted. Frantically, Father Cavanaugl to discover the reason. Was it an
oversight on the part of the War Department? Ortlvase some other reason? The
president of the University wrote and telegraplee@ashington. There was a long delay.
Finally, some subordinate officer replied that Mdlrame was not included because her
military training had not been deemed of high qalib

This response infuriated Father Cavanaugh. He wooEenator James Watson (Indiana)
that as for himself, he was not concerned. Butesinbad been understood that Notre
Dame was on the list of colleges having a rightetmommend a quota for the Officers
Reserve Corps Training Camp, students were bonmgahdim with protests over this
reversal Watson answered that it was too late to do angthlwout it

This adverse decision did not, however, preventéDame from going ahead with her
preparedness program. The entire student body mamieaged to start training in April,
1917. Sergeant Campbell remarked that there waoilal flew slackers, but he felt that the



majority of students and faculty members would lael go cooperaté. Within a week,
owing to Father Matthew Walsh's appeal, three heshdew members were signed up,
bringing the total to about six hundred. "Among tiesv units are two full companies,
one composed of the athletes and the other of upgesmen, an engineers' corps, a
hospital corps, and a company composed of day istsitfé A week later they were
parading in South Bend, and were complimented eim #howing®

War, having been declared in April, there yet reradithree months of the school year.
So many of the students were restless, howevdrthbauestion quite naturally arose on
the part of the boys: "What if we enlist now? Vifilbe possible for us to graduate, or get
credit for the year's work?" Here was a crisis mal academic interests had to suffer in
the cause of patriotism. In such times everyonersidnds that many boys may get a
degree or credit toward a degree which, in thetssense of the word, they do not
deserve. But college faculties, for very just rems@annot be squeamish about this
matter. The question was aired at faculty meetiagd,it was decided that seniors who
joined up before finishing the year would receiveit degrees in June if they had given
satisfaction up to the time of their departéir&loreover, it was decided that the semester
would be shortened to permit students to take adgarof railroad rates before they
should be raised A final innovation was the decision to hold exaatians for
undergraduates before the commencement exercisestafbre the undergraduates had
always been held over until after commencemenelgygt is supposed, to enhance the
crowd attending the festivitié%.

This, too, was the year in which Notre Dame waselebrate her Diamond Jubilee. Long
before war had been declared, preparations haddieehto make this anniversary a
magnificent occasion for honoring the founders dachonstrating Notre Dame's position
in Catholic education in America. As we have reredrih previous pages, her very
founding had taken place during the troublous tithes led to the war with Mexico. It
was the Civil War that found her celebrating heerty-fifth anniversary. The War with
Spain came about the time of her fiftieth birthdagd now, in 1917, when she was
seventy-five years old, the nation was in the madst world conflict.

Four days were set aside for this celebration, &timedth, 10th, and 11th. On Friday
morning, June 8th, a large group of motor-cars wetthe New York Central Station in
South Bend. There, around that rickety old buildwgich has been replaced by a
beautiful terminal of recent date) were assemblederous delegations of Catholic
societies from the churches of South Bend, witmpais and banners unfurled. When
the train finally arrived, the Archbishop of Baltme, James Cardinal Gibbons, was
installed in an auto with Father Morrissey and Eatbavanaugh. The parade started
through the streets of South Bend and finally cémrtée University. For a moment they
halted before the steps of the Main Building, aftdravaving to the multitude of
students and visitors, the Cardinal repaired tatmevent chapel to celebrate Mass. He
was a very old man. The last time he had been aeNImme was in 1888, when he had
come to observe the fiftieth anniversary of Faf®erin's ordination to the priestho&d.



Most of the alumni and guests were already on thargls. They passed the time in
cordial greetings and recounting their lives sileaing school. In the evening Father
Michael Quinlan entertained them in Washington Maih a series of stereoptican slides
which illustrated old figures of the University asdme of its old land-marks! After

this, the great Paulist preacher, Father WalteotEIIC.S.P., who had been a student at
Notre Dame during the Civil War period, told the@sbled guests of his early
experiences at Notre Dame, recounting the workfanaf students in the sixties. It was
touching to hear this saintly priest speak so vty of the priests and Brothers of that

early epoch, for to them he gave credit for thggrelis influence in his own apostolic
life.k22

Saturday morning there was another trip to thevegilstation, this time to greet the
Apostolic Delegate, the Most Reverend John Bonz#fith him, besides numerous other
dignitaries, came Admiral William Shepherd Bensdrief of naval operations, and
ranking officer of the Navy, who had been namedi&i@eMedalist for that jubilee year.
The procession from the station to the Univershyough the flag-decked streets of
South Bend, was no less brilliant than that ofgreceding day. When they drew near the
campus, the coarse call of hundreds of klaxonggetwild din which was answered by
clanging bells and the enthusiastic cheers of redslof visitors who crowded upon the
lawn. "

Saturday night was set apart for the awarding efLifetare Medal. Father Cavanaugh,
undoubtedly, was the author of the inspired citatlbwas preceded by the reading of
telegrams of congratulations from President Wiland Secretary of the Navy Daniels.
When Father Cavanaugh had finished reading thearitdhe took the medal from its
purple leather case, handed it to His Eminenceji@alrGibbons. That venerable prelate,
so fragile and delicate, rose from his seat, amirg to the audience, beckoned to a
quiet lady sitting there. It was the Admiral's wiMrs. Benson, a trifle timid and
embarrassed, mounted the steps to the stage, getthi¢o with the Cardinal, they pinned
the medal on the Admiral's breast. The gentle @atdhen took the hands of Admiral
and Mrs. Benson in both his own, and offered thé&simcere congratulations. It is hard
to imagine any gesture which could have producexe emotional outburst from the
audiencé!

On Sunday morning Cardinal Gibbons pontificatece Trowd was so great that only a
limited number could be admitted to the functioatHer William Moloney, the Secretary
of the University, had added a touch of swank &dbcasion by ordering formal
morning clothes for the ushers. The procession cona the steps of the
Administration Building, headed by the acolyte garg the Archi-episcopal cross,
followed by the graduating class in cap and gowd, the faculty and a large group of
visiting priests and prelates. The Bishop of Foeiywe, Herman J. Alerding, dressed in
capa-magna (his train-bearer had called it quiessly, the magna charta) came next.
Finally, under a canopy of gold and white, came Etisinence of Baltimore in brilliant
scarlet.



As the procession entered the church the Paulaststars of Chicago, under the

direction of Father William Finn, C.S.P., begarsiing. "Like some lyric geyser, their
melody seemed to leap up to heaven and fall iesgtaowers upon the hushed, expectant
audience ™! There were two thrones in the sanctuary. The onth® epistle side was
occupied by the Bishop of the diocese. The Carginateeded to the throne on the
gospel side. After a brief prayer, the seminariaoesinted the steps to the altar and
received the vestments from the Master of Cerenspfiather William Connor. Their
reverent gestures, performed with precision andegradded a beautiful touch to the
ceremony of vesting.

After the gospel, the Archbishop of Chicago, Gedviyendelein, later, Cardinal, mounted
the pulpit and read the Apostolic letter of conglaion and benediction from His
Holiness, Benedict XV, as also one from Cardinasjgaari, the Pope's Secretary of State.
At the conclusion, Archbishop Mundelein preachddraeful sermon in which he

pointed out that the mission of Notre Dame wasyeladl things, to preach the gospel to
the whole world. He spoke feelingly of Father S@imd the spirit he had given to the
University. "Today, | know of no other institutiavhich, while it is so thoroughly Roman
in its doctrine, is so completely American in ifgrg."®

When Mass was over, eight seniors, bearing the fsareflag, marched slowly to the
altar, where Father Cavanaugh awaited them. Asehtred the sanctuary and fanned
out so that the entire flag was visible, the Prsicdpoke the words of blessing and
sprinkled the banner with holy water. This is, ofitse, an annual event, but on this
occasion, due to the magnificence of the ceremantlae fact that we were at war, there
was an added touch of solemnity. Afterwards, theas the annual flag-raising.
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Gott Mit Uns means God with Us
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As he stepped off a military transport in SaigamAanerican Army officer unwittingly
noted a discouraging fact. "We hardly count it a ikyou don't come," he told the
Cardinal, and Spellman beamed his approval.

The Cardinal used his visit to propagandize the Agaa war. In his mind, there was no
guestion of the righteousness of the cause. WHhesddsy a reporter in Saigon whether
the U.S. presence was justified, Spellman respondtdhe kind of saber-rattling
statement that now made many Catholics shuddewasdound to polarize Americans
further. "My country, may it always be right," heptied. "Right or wrong, my country!"

The concerns of his [Roman Catholic] Church wene secondary in his hierarchy of
values.

Cooney, JohnThe American Pope: The Life and Times of Francisl@al Spellman.
1984. New York, NY: Times Books. 364p. ISBN: 0812202.



